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Nature – Mono 
 
M01 Bad Feather Day 
It a clear image of the bird, with good detail in the feathers. Placement within the frame is good as 
it has looking room, but the image could be improved by a closer crop. There seems to be some 
cloning done in the background area, some odd lightness and patchiness that draws the eye. If it 
was cropped close, all that patchiness would be gone. 

Commended 
 
M02 Cassowary at Dusk 
How amazing. Fancy seeing a cassowary on the beach…  The lighting is good on the bird, as there 
are highlights on the feathers and the front of the legs. The driftwood in the foreground could be 
distracting.  When you look at your images, always do a “border patrol” to see if there are bits and 
pieces around the edges that could distract the viewer. If there are – take them out if possible.  
Otherwise, well done. 

Commended 
 
M03 Humpback 
Oooo! That is close.  So much detail. Poor thing, having all those barnacles growing on its skin.  
Good crop, clear shot, well converted to B&W.  

Merit 
 
M04 Light thru (sic) the Foliage 
The sun shine star effect is certainly eye catching within the image. And the diagonal of light across the 
image is good. The trees and the rocks have very little tonal variation, and more tonal variation within the 
image may improve it.  The composition might also be improved if the horizontal line between the trees 
and the rocks was not near the centre of the image. Aspects of images which please the eye are often 
demonstrated by the use of one of the composition constructs – rule of thirds, rule of diagonals, triangles, 
golden mean, golden spiral. If you would like to try these constructs, Photoshop’s Crop Tool has them all in 
its overlay mode. They can be changed at the centre of the top of the screen after the tool has been 
selected. 

Accepted 
 
M05 New Life in the Light 
There is good use of contrast in this image. It also suits the conversion to B&W. The little plant that is the 
feature of the image is carefully picked out in the “limelight”, should I say “beam of sunlight”, and that is 
lovely.  Also, very pleasing composition. 

Merit 
 
M06 Perched on High 
Love this shot. Great composition, very suited to the B&W treatment, good detail in the bird, lots of looking 
room, no distractions in the background.  Good work. 

Honour 
 
M07 Tannum Storm 
Moody, threatening landscape, fantastic time exposure that has blurred the clouds and smoothed the 
troubled waters.  Your shot is very atmospheric and suggestive. The central placement of the horizon is 
even acceptable, as there is interest above and below this line. Usually it might be suggested that you drop 



or lift your camera to place the horizon higher or lower in the shot. But I think it is okay where it is. The only 
thing that snagged my eye was the shells on the sand. Because they are so bright, they attracted my 
attention and stole attention from where it should be focussed – on the clouds and at the horizon.  Try 
cloning them out, then getting a second opinion.  A different judge may well give an opposite opinion. 

Merit 
 
M08 Water Dragon. 
He’s good!  He’s very good.  Composition (on the thirds line, looking room, etc) wow factor, attention 
grabbing, B&W tonality, clarity, detail. All good.  Love your work! 

Honour 
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Sports Photos – Colour 
When I saw a few bull riding or rodeo shots in this group, I wondered if they were really “sport”, 
since they are not included in those most bizarre of collections of human activities conducted by 
the Olympics.  So I googled the question, and was rewarded with several entries describing rodeo, 
campdrafting and bull riding most determinedly as Sport. So, there you are. Perfectly valid images 
were provided and have been accepted. 
 
C01 Another one bites the dust. 
Your shot is unconventional as it shows the end of the interaction between the bull and the rider, and the 
beginning of the interaction between the bull and the distracting ‘clown’.  I’ve seen lots of rodeo pics that 
concentrate on getting the man and beast into the air in some respect.  Your choice of image then, has a 
strong ‘story’ therefore, making it a good image as art.    

Merit 
 
C02 Bounce! 
This image has captured the moment frozen in time. The lighting has picked the girl out clearly against the 
darker background, and her posture is excellent.  That you have included the trampoline is also good, as it 
adds to the understanding of the viewer of what is actually going on.  (Imagine if it was outside against the 
sky and without the trampoline – we would not “get” that it is a trampolining competition.) Well done. 

Commended 
 
C03 Gone 
That is quite a brave crop.  But it worked. Taking off the head of the rider, as well as half the horse’s face 
gives the image balance, and the closeness of the interaction really involves the viewer at a more visceral 
level.  No doubt as to what is going on, is there?  And we don’t actually need the missing bits of horse and 
rider.  The only drawback is that there is a little movement in the image that does not look intended. Like 
your severe crop, if you are going to have movement – make it bold and unmistakable that it was your 
intention to show movement. That is, more movement would be required here. As is, it just looks like you 
chose too slow a speed on your camera. Well done nonetheless. 

Merit 
 
C04 Floor. 
The little gymnast is about to go into summersault, I think. She is nicely posed, and the inclusion of the 
scorers in the background is a good strategy.  To improve your image, I would crop the disinterested scorer 
at the end of the table on the left. You have plenty of room in the image to move that left edge next to the 
middle scorer, as the gymnast will still have plenty of ‘looking room’ for her performance.   

Highly Commended 
 
C06 Hold Tight. 
WOW! That’s a great shot. Low camera angle, full on as they rush towards the viewer, at crisis point of the 
interaction as the rider leaps from his horse onto the beast, perfectly frozen in time and space, and depth 
of field has been well used to separate the action area from the background. Love your work! 

Honour 
 

C07 Me 1, you 0 the bull smirked 
Another fantastic shot. I appreciate the way you have used judicious darkening of the people and fences in 
the background to encourage the viewer to look at the brighter action area in the front.  Without this use 
of light and shade, the image would have been too busy as it is all in sharp focus.  Another way to have 
achieved manipulation of the viewer would have been by cropping.  Very nicely achieved. 

Honour 



C08 MTX Momentum 
What a great try at a pan movement shot.  This is quite hard to do, as you would have learned while doing 
it, so good on you for having a go.  Your cyclist is nicely frozen, and your background has movement blur, 
but your image could be improved by cropping off most of the empty left side of the image.  Your cyclist as 
is, has no looking room, so he looks like he is leaving the image without you. Just by making the image 
square, you can save the picture.  It will then look like a good tight crop. Job done. 

Merit 
 
C09 The Climber 
What worries me is that you were up there too, and not holding on as both of your hands were on your 
camera.  The image is clear and sharp, and tells the viewer that there is a risky activity on show.  There is 
room for improvement though. The whole image is sharp, so the viewer is distracted by the background. I 
looked over to the trees and noticed that they seem to be growing at right angles to the rock face. I 
wondered then if the camera had been tilted and this climber was on a flat surface.  That kind of reduced 
the danger aspect for me.  To eliminate a wandering eye, you could try using depth of field to throw the 
background out of focus, or you could crop, or you could use lighting to force the viewer to only look where 
you want them to look.  And the bonus is that some of these can be done in post production. 

Commended 
 


