
GLADSTONE - OPEN


BEACH DAYS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 HIGHLY COMMENDED


This is a pleasant beach scene with the water and sand creating interesting 
patterns in the foreground.  The background land masses being softer than 
the fore and midground creates a good sense of depth in the image.  
Unfortunately, the horizon is crooked and really should be straightened.


FOUR’S A CROWD	 	 	 	 	 	 HONOUR


Your choice of aperture has kept the birds sharp, slightly blurred the 
background and the colour tones are pleasing and work together well.  
You’ve captured the flying bird in a good position with wings and tail feathers 
outstretched.  A little separation between its far wing and the bird with its 
back turned would have been better but difficult to control with flying birds.  I 
particularly like how the two birds on the right are looking at the one flying - 
maybe judging its prowess. 


CAMOUFLAGE	 	 	 	 	 	 	 MERIT


The image is sharp with natural colour tones and you have captured good 
texture in the turtle’s skin.  Having the subject centred in the frame works for 
this image, as does the square crop.  However, there is more room behind its 
tail and having at least an equal amount in front of its head would be better.


STORM OUT TO SEA	 	 	 	 	 	 HIGHLY COMMENDED


The colourful storm on the horizon provides a good focal point for the image.  
The structure on the right is very bright and tends to draw the eyes away 
from the subject.  It could be removed or cropped out.  If using the remove 
tool in Photoshop make sure you change the mode to “Generative AI off”.  
The stars in this are not pin sharp which is unfortunate as there are so many 
of them.  


ANT ON THISTLE	 	 	 	 	 	 MERIT


A good composition, sharp where it needs to be and having the sharpness 
falling off creates a good sense of depth.  With the majority of the tones in 
the midtone area the image appears a little flat.  Increasing the contrast 
would help lift the image.




TINY DETAILS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 HONOUR


A beautiful image with the yellow stamen sharp and a very narrow depth of 
field.  Personally I do find the green background distracting and cropping it 
out would bring the viewers’ focus to those sharp little pops of yellow 
making them the definite star, but still beautiful as presented.



