
 

Open Theme  

Image Title Judge Comment Result 

Feeding Time A lovely study of this black cockatoo caught eating the fruits 
of the tree. Nicely framed but the bird’s head is just a little 
soft and detail on the wing has been lost – perhaps you have 
cropped in quite a lot. I would also raise the shadows a little 
so that we can see more detail in the dark feathers. 
 

Highly 
commended 

Whoops This looks like the other end of the same bird. Not such a 
good story here but the tail feathers are interesting. Again 
the image is a little soft and I would tone down the highlights 
and raise the shadows a little. 
 

Acceptance 

Carmine Bee-
eaters 

What a lovely bird and a bit different to the bee-eaters found 
in this part of the world. I would suggest straightening the 
image so that the ground is level which would look better and 
perhaps crop a little off the bottom. I would also add some 
white to make those colours pop a little more. 
 

Merit 

Hiding in the 
clouds 

This must have been a very impressive mountain range 
without the clouds and we still get just a glimpse of the 
craggy peaks. The large expanse of trees in the foreground 
rather dominates the image though – perhaps you could crop 
most of that away and make it a panorama. Good exposure 
with a wide range of tones. 
 

Acceptance 

Busy Bee Bees make wonderful subjects and you have done well to get 
his eye and face sharp. It is a shame that a there is not more 
in focus – you can afford to have a smaller aperture with a 
telephoto lens and still keep the background blurred. I would 
perhaps tone down the yellow a little as it is tending to 
overwhelm the bee. 
 

Highly 
commended 

Fireworks Great shot of the fireworks, looking a bit windblown. The 
composition works very well with the masts balancing the 
fireworks and the boats providing a base. The marina in the 
foreground provides plenty of interest. Exposure is excellent 
and everything is sharp, with nice little starbursts along the 
boats. 
 

Honour 

Mine Relics An interesting site with lots of different mine parts, not to 
mention the damaged hillside. As a competition photo 
though it looks a bit messy. The chimney is the centre of 
attention – perhaps you could have focused on that. Be 

Acceptance 



careful of your aperture setting – the sheds in the foreground 
are sharp but the chimney is a little soft and also rather dark. 
 

Roadside Drink Nicely captured image of three impalas, making the most of a 
puddle. The animals are sharp but you could raise the 
shadows on them a little. I would also suggest darkening the 
foreground and background to make your subjects stand out 
more – even a subtle vignette would help. 
 

Highly 
commended 

Tropical Oasis This looks a delightful spot and the long exposure was just 
long enough to add silky smoothness to the waterfall. The 
image is well composed with the vegetation, rocks and water 
providing a good frame for the waterfall. I would just lower 
the brightness a little, particularly on the left side, which is 
rather over-exposed. 
 

Merit 

Chillin Stunning scenery and the 2 birds provide a bit of life. The 
rock which dominates the foreground is rather dark – I would 
raise the shadows so that we can see more detail in the 
surface and perhaps increase the saturation a little to really 
bring out the pinks and blues. 
 

Highly 
commended 

Reaching for the 
light 

A beautiful flower with the lovely purple centre contrasting 
very well with the white petals and the water drops adding 
interest. Good exposure but it is a shame that only a small 
section is in focus – using a smaller aperture would have 
allowed more to be in focus while still keeping the 
background nicely blurred. 
 

Highly 
commended 

Remnants of the 
Railway 

I was in Many Peaks a few days ago so I know where this is – 
an interesting little community. This is a memorable record of 
your visit but as a work of art I feel that you could have done 
a little more with the composition. Perhaps also raise the 
shadows a little and tone down the highlights and the blue of 
the sky a little. 

Acceptance 

The Bank 
Grandeur 

Nice architectural detail shown here, with interesting 
textures and shapes. Well framed and exposed. I would 
suggest cropping a little from the top to exclude the bright 
bits of sky. It’s a shame that the window which is right in the 
centre of the frame, is rather uninteresting. 

Highly 
commended 

   

   

   

   

   

   



   

   

   

   

 


